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The concept of the available lexicon, which refers to the words that are related to a cue word
(also called a center of interest) and that can be retrieved with the highest speed from the mental
lexicon, has influenced vocabulary acquisition research to great extent recently. As this research
paradigm aims to elicit the lexical elements that individuals are able to use in a specific situation
and to explore how these words are activated by each other in a chain, it can be applied to
explore the structure of a part of the mental lexicon related to a given concept or category. The
aim of the pilot study in the focus of the presentation was to explore and compare the L1
Hungarian, L2 English and L3 Spanish mental lexicon related to the centers of interest reading,
writing and research. The participants of the study were all university students with Hungarian
L1 in their first year of BA or teacher training at university, 56 of them were majoring in English,
and 24 of them were majoring in Spanish language studies. They completed a Lexical
Availability Task (LAT) first in Hungarian, then one week later in English/Spanish, in which
they had two minutes to respond to the centers of interest with the words that first came into
their minds. Subsequently, the data was prepared for analysis in Excel files, and the LexPro
software was applied to calculate total tokens, total types, mean of tokens, and the cohesion
index related to all centers of interest and the lexical availability index of the responses. As a
final step, graphs were created as a visual representation of the connections between the lexical
items that showed the directions and the strength of the links between the mostly interconnected
words and the hubs formed by them. The results indicated that structural differences were found
between the L1, L2 and L3 mental lexicon related to academic concepts, and that the LAT is a

research method that yields rich data to make comparisons between lexical networks.



