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Lexical knowledge as a construct has been widely researched in the last decades.
Researchers have distinguished between vocabulary size or the number of words an
individual knows and vocabulary depth or the nature of the said lexical knowledge, for
instance, whether it is formal, semantic, pragmatic, whether it includes polysemy,
frequency of use, or register. Accordingly, different testing instruments have been devised
and used to assess vocabulary knowledge and development, among them, yes/ no tests,
multiple choice vocabulary tests, association tests of different kinds, semantic fluency
tests, and also category generation tasks. Studies on vocabulary acquisition in the foreign
language have focused on the examination of lexical production and the impact of the
different variables that might affect this process, with previous linguistic knowledge
featuring high up this list. Other variables are age, proficiency level, general cognitive
development, attitudes and motivation, or learners’ L1. Different measures have been
used to proxy lexical production and vocabulary knowledge, as well as to gauge into the
learners’ mental lexicon and their strategies for lexical access and retrieval. In the
HERLEX project, we approach lexical production of two types of learners (L2 and L3)
via different measures aimed at finding out how learners access and retrieve the
vocabulary in the FL. The analyses of the different tests, for instance, semantic fluency,
vocabulary knowledge test, free production, allows for quantitative and qualitive data that
can be processed to obtain information about token and type production, word frequency
and accessibility, generation frequency and position, and most interestingly vocabulary
structures via examination of the lexical-semantic network. Finally, comparison of L2
(local EFL learners) vs. L3 (heritage bilingual and multilingual EFL learners) allows to
draw interesting implications of effect of previous linguistic knowledge in the formal

acquisition of English FL.



